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PHILADELPHIA:
Our city  is  one of the poorest and most incarcerated big cities    in  the

country.  This year ,  it ’s time to go all out as young people to vote our

movement into office .

 

This fall 's City  Council race is  crucial  to deciding  what gets funded in

our city.  C ITY COUNCIL IS  responsible for review ing and amending the

mayor ’s budget ;  making and amending city  laws ,  policies ,  and

ordinances ;  and  advocating for Philly  residents by  hosting public

hearing on issues that we care about .

 

This means City  Council has a significant role in making sure that

children ,  educators ,  and staff have safe and healthy  schools .  They  can

work alongside the mayor to ensure that none of the cities public

funds go to ICE .  They  can make sure that the Police Advisory  Commission

is sufficiently  staffed and funded to investigate and hold police

accountable for misconduct .

 

T o g e t h e r ,  w e  c a n  s h i f t  t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  p o w e r  i n  o u r  c i t y—f r o m

c o r p o r a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  r a c i s m  a n d  c o r r u p t i o n  t o  t h e  p e o p l e .

 



CITYCOUNCIL
HOW IT WORKS

 

There are 7  c ity  council  at-Large seats .   EACH PARTY can only  earn

up to 5  c ity  council  at-large seats .  The 2  remaining seats are

commonly  referred to as minority  seats ,  as they  go to the 2

candidates from the non-majority  party  who earn the most votes .

 

Being that Democrats largely  outnumber the amount of

registered republican and third party  voters in Philly,  this has

historically  resulted in democrats w inning 5  seats on city

council at-large ,  and republicans w inning the remaining 2  seats .

 

      However,  history can be made this November !  
 

there are a number of third party  candidates on the ballot who

are committed to f ighting for a Just Philadelphia and shaking up

philly  politics in the process .  while a third party  candidate has

never won a City  Council  At-Large Seat ,  that can change w ith us .  

 

we the voters have 5  votes .  Meaning ,  WE can vote for any  5

candidates on the Ballot ,  from any  party.

 

On November 5th,  We can Make history by electing a city

council at-Large that fights for us -  with all 7 seats.  

 



CITYCOUNCIL
 
 

 

DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES
Helen Gym  ( Incumbent) :  GYM Established Philadelphia ’s f irst

legal defense fund for renters facing eviction .  She

supports rent control and ending cash bail ,  radically

overhauling probation and parole ,  and mass expungement of

past drug-related convictions .  In  the Spring primaries helen

became the f irst democratic at-large candidate since 1987

to earn over 100,000  votes !

 

 

 

 

Isaiah Thomas :  Thomas works as a Dean ,  Athletic Director ,

and Coach at Sankofa Freedom Academy  Charter ,  an

afrocentric K-12  school in  West Philadelphia .  He supports

ending the 10  year tax  abatement ,  ENDING STOP AND FRISK ,

building stronger and safer schools ,  and providing

neighborhoods w ith resources to keep young people out of

trouble .

 



 
 

 

CANDIDATES
Derek Green ( Incumbent) :  Green served as a Deputy  C ity

Solicitor ,  representing the Offices of Housing and Community

Development and Neighborhood Transformation Init iatives ,

Commerce Department ,  and Vacant Property  Review

Committee .  h is  main campaign visions are reducing poverty,

improving education through a fair school funding formula in

Harrisburg ,  and promoting criminal justice reform by

increasing funding for community-based groups .

 

 

 Kathrine Gilmore Richardson :  R ichardson has served as    Chief

of Staff for retiring Councilmember Blondell Reynolds Brown

since 2015,  who she has worked for since 2008.  She would l ike

to address issues of education ,  gun violence ,  food insecurity,

housing instabil ity,  l iving wage ,  and criminal justice reform .

She supports Fully  funding the City’s original commitment to

Community  College of Philadelphia .

Allan Domb ( Incumbent) :  Domb is  the founder of Allan Domb

Real Estate and a partner in  the Starr Restaurant

Organization .  He does not support completely  ending city

interactions w ith ICE or ending the 10  year tax  abatement ,

(only  reforming it) .  DOMB has advocated for better f inancial

literacy  and technology  training in  Philadelphia schools .

 



CITYCOUNCIL

 
 

 

THIRD PARTY CANDIDATES
Kendra Brooks (Working Families Party):  Brooks is  a long-time

community  &  Public education organizer born and raised in  Philly.

Kendra has been f ighting for safe and funded schools ,  affordable

housing and transit ,  AND justice reform ,  and plans continue f ighting

WHEN on council .  In  this election cycle ,  Kendra has made history  by

raising more money  than any  third party  Philly  canDidate ever !  She

is running on a shared slate w ith Nicolas O 'Rourke

 

 

 N icolas O ’  Rourke (Working Families Party):  O '  Rourke is  the pastor

of L iving water United Church of christ and  a community  organizer

w ith THE ORGANIZATION Power .  With Power ,  he has worked on

dismantling the DAMAGING effects of mass incarceration and police

brutality  on people of color as well as combating Islamophobia IN

Philadelphia .  

Joe Cox ( Independent):  Cox  is  a local activist and bike messenger

known for his  PMA  B ike rides (Positive Mental Attitude)  where he

delivers free pizza to people experiencing homelessness .  Joe wants

to end stop-and-  Frisk ,  make philly  a  better place for bike riders ,

and describes himself as an "activist for the downtrodden . "



 
 

 

CANDIDATES
Steve Cherniavsky (Term Limits Philadelphia):  Cherniavsky  is  an

engineer and is  running w ith the primary  objective to deliver

term limits to city  government .  He believes that the 10  year tax

abatement should be reformed ,  and is  f ighting to reduce the

amount of city  owned property  and to ensure that the hiring

and compensation policies for service workers are implemented

&  enforced .

Maj Toure (Libertarian):  Toure is  a local activist and rapper .

He is  the founder of the non profit  "Black Guns Matter" .  H is

platform includes reforming philadelphia 's education system ,

decriminaliz ing marijuana ,  and criminal justice reform

measures such as ending solitary  confinement ,  improving the

conditions inside of city  Jails ,  and increasing transparency  in

the judicial system .  

Sherrie Cohen (A Better Council):  Cohen is  a long time tenants

rights attorney  and education ,  housing ,  and criminal justice

reform activist .  Sherrie is  running to end mass incarceration ,

end displacement caused by  gentrif ication .  SHe is  also f ighting

for a $15  minimum wage ,  a  local green new  deal ,  and expanded

access to low  income housing .  



WHO ISPSPN?

FOLLOW US ON

SOCIAL MEDIA:

@STUDENTPOWERPA

 

GET INVOLVED:

PASTUDENTPOWER.ORG

THE PENNSYLVANIA STUDENT

POWER NETWORK IS A

STATEWIDE ORGANIZATION OF

YOUNG PEOPLE ADVOCATING

AROUND THE ISSUES IMPACTING

US AND OUR COMMUNITIES. WE

LEAD ISSUE CAMPAIGNS AROUND

RACIAL AND SOCIAL JUSTICE

ISSUES. WE STRATEGICALLY

EDUCATE AND BUILD OUR BASE

FOR ELECTIONS, ESPECIALLY

LOCAL ELECTIONS, THROUGH OUR

MOVEMENT VOTE PROGRAM. WE

DO DEEP LEADERSHIP

DEVELOPMENT, THROUGH

TRAININGS AND PAID

FELLOWSHIPS, TO BUILD THE

NEXT GENERATION OF

GRASSROOTS LEADERSHIP

IN OUR STATE.


